Grade 7 – Winter Bison Program

This program is designed to complement the Outdoor Education curriculum (Behavioural Ecology Unit). It was designed with students attending the bison hunt in mind.  Students get the opportunity to study live animals in order to help meet their learning goals.

Students rotate between 4 stations to cover various aspects of bison ecology.

· All About Bison - history of Yukon bison, bison lifecycles, show and tell with bison skulls, fur and steppe bison fossils
· Bison Sleuths – bison observations and understanding bison behaviour 

· Bison Biology -  working with a bison biologist to answer their own research questions on bison

· Relay quiz show
Students will also select a research question, that they will try to answer during the day, using the information they have been taught and with the assistance of the preserve staff. 

Program Learning Goals

· Define a research question with a partner and collect information to answer that question throughout the day

· Identify the differences between ice age Steppe Bison and modern day wood and plains bison through comparing images, fossils, teeth, skulls etc.

· Understand why wood bison went extinct in the Yukon and how they were re-introduced, learn about historic and current populations and population cycles. Discuss the impact of human behavior on animal populations and local ecosystems

· Carefully observe the bison herd to count animals, identify the differences between males, females and young, identify characteristics unique to wood bison 

· Understand bison as a herd animal: observe for characteristic herd behaviors, interpret what these behaviors mean for the animal, and observe how a herd stays together, the behavior of the dominant animals and the subordinate ones. Discuss the impact of removing various animals from the herd through hunting (young versus old, male versus female, dominant versus subordinate)
Links to Prescribed Learning Outcomes in Sustainability and the Environment (BC/Yukon Curriculum):

· Analyze the role of organisms as part of interconnected food webs, populations, communities and ecosystems
· Explain how the Earth’s surface changes over time
· Evaluate human impacts on local ecosystems

